Howgate Community Council
Meeting  
Monday 3rd November 2025 
7.00 – 8.00, 
The Storehouse, Penicuik 




1. PRESENT
Ian Quigley (IQ)				Resident 
Elizabeth Quigley (EQ)			Resident
Sandy Morris (SM)			Resident
Alison Morris (AM)			Resident
Janette Lambie (JL)			Resident
Caroline Brown (CB)			Resident
Sara Snodgrass	(SS)			Resident
Ben Matthess				Resident
John Hall (JH)				Resident (Treasurer)
Aster De Vries Lentsch (AVL)		Resident (Acting Chair)
Karen Richardson (KR)			Resident (Minute Taker)

IN ATTENDANCE
Councillor McEwan (CMc)		Midlothian Council

APOLOGIES
Paul Johnson (PJ)			Midlothian Council CLLE
John Fitzgerald (JF)			Resident (Chair)

	Ref

	Item
	Decision/Action

	1.
	AGENDA ITEMS
	

	1.1
	Acceptance of AGM on 02.07.25 Minutes
Minutes of the meeting on 02.07.25 were accepted and adopted. Approved Minutes to be put on the HCC website.
	JF to put Minutes on HCC website.

	1.2
	Update on actions:
· Defibrillator – the Defibrillator in Howgate is being managed currently by the Village Hall Committee. HCC may need to take over management and maintenance at some point in the future.
· Temporary lights on Pomathorn Road – HCC understand from Scottish Water that work is 
scheduled to start in January 2026.
	

	1.3
	Pomathorn Mill proposals: Presentation and Q&A with CALA Homes
Ross McMee and Stephen Faller from Cala Homes gave a presentation about the proposed development of around 50 new houses on the Pomathorn Mill site. 
Cala Homes expect to submit a planning application to Midlothian Council in January 2026. Cala Homes stated they have had some consultation with Midlothian Council as part of the pre-application process but have received limited feedback to date.
A discussion ensued in which the main feedback from the HHC attendees included key concerns:
· The impact of increased traffic on Pomathorn Road which is narrow and steep with some sharp bends, compounded by flooding of the road on the Uttershill bend which is an ongoing safety issue.
· The safety of pedestrians walking into and out of Penicuik from the development – this includes the poor condition of and narrow pavements, in addition to the steep sided gorge next to the pavement.
· The impact of the development on the nature of the Pomathorn vicinity which is rural and quiet
· The impact on the existing businesses and risk to existing jobs.

It was suggested that a condition of planning approval should be the development of a pedestrian/cycle path from the development into Penicuik. Also, that the development application offers an opportunity for the developer and Midlothian Council to deliver Pomathorn road infrastructure improvements.
It was agreed that HCC should feedback to Midlothian Council at the pre-planning stage in addition to responding to the formal planning application when it is submitted.
	JF to feedback HCC views to Midlothian Council. 

	1.4
	Treasurer’s Update
The Grant income is still being requested from Midlothian Council – JH has raised this again with PJ.
Once received, the current account will be closed and transferred to avoid a fee charge of around £5.00/month.
JH/PJ will amend constitution to reflect change in banking arrangements and move to online banking.

The current account balance is £1226 which should increase to £1800 once the grant funding is received.
	JH/PJ to amend constitution to reflect change in banking arrangements

	1.5
	HCC Constitution Amendments 
It was agreed that the HCC Constitution amendments suggested by PJ, to comply with the Midlothian Council requirements, are accepted.
	HCC to amend the Constitution.

	1.6
	Planning Matters
· The Glebe: the site is now for sale either as a single Lot or two Lots. 
· Lot 1 – the Kirk and village hall; Lot 2 – the Glebe and former allotments. 
· A discussion covered a possible community buy out. 
· Cloich and Torfichen windfarms applications:
· Cloich – No further movement to date.
· Torfichen – the Torfichen case file has been removed from the ECU website. HCC to investigate.
· Current planning applications pending – a development of 54 homes on the Wellington School site is in progress. 

CMc suggested the need for a Howgate Place Plan to inform Midlothian Council. It was agreed that HCC should develop a draft Place Plan, including consultation with HCC communities. KR to ask PJ for example Plans.
	JF to enquire about the removal of the Torfichen application from the website.










KR to ask PJ for example Place Plans.
HCC to draft a Place Plan.

	1.7
	Community Council hosted event for residents
The meeting agreed to defer consideration of a Community hosted event to focus on more statutory functions.
	

	2.
	AOB
· Howgate Cottage area of hardstanding demarcation with the road issue – CMc to look into if any Council action is appropriate. 
· Speed restrictions – CMc enquired if this has made a difference. All agreed it has had little impact. Other 
speed calming measures discussed included pedestrian crossings with chicanes being the preferred measure.
· Maybank – the property just outside Loanstone is derelict and potentially dangerous. CMc to raise with the Estates Department for action.
	
CMc to look into Council action re Howgate Cottage





CMc to raise Maybank with the Estates Department

	4.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· [bookmark: _Hlk169197948]Wednesday 7th January – 7-8pm
· Proposed Venue: The Storehouse, Penicuik
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