Howgate Community Council  
Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday, 27th May 2026 
7.00 – 8.00, 
The Village Green, Howgate



1. PRESENT
Pamela Swinburne (PS)			Resident
Nicola Tayler (NT)			Resident
Alison Morris (AM)			Resident
Sandy Morris (SM)			Resident
Mark Snodgrass (MS) 			Resident
Colin Rorison (CR)			Resident
Lyn Rorison (LR)				Resident
James Garry (JG)			Resident
Stephen Beaumont (SB)		Resident
Murry Hill (MH)				Resident
Helen Hill (HH)				Resident
Cicely McCulloch (CM)			Resident
John McCulloch (JM)			Resident
Ellen Scott (ES)				Resident
Fiana Scott (FS)				Resident
Emma Drye_(ED) 			Resident
Anne Barues (AB)			Resident
John Fitzgerald (JF)			Resident (Chair)
Aster De Vries Lentsch (AVL)		Resident
Sara Snodgrass (SS) 			Resident
John Hall (JH)				Resident (Treasurer)
Karen Richardson (KR)			Resident (Minute Taker)


	Ref

	Item
	Decision/Action

	1.
	AGENDA ITEMS
	

	1.1
	Acceptance of Meeting 29.04.26 Minutes
Minutes of the meeting on 29.04.26 were accepted and adopted (Proposed by JF; Seconded by JH). Approved Minutes to be put on the HCC website.
	JF to put Minutes on HCC website.

	1.2
	Nominations to HCC
Nominations for members were invited by JF.
	

	1.3
	Chairperson’s Annual Report
HCC has faced significant challenges in recent years, such as covid and losing the village hall facility (and consequently the HCC meeting venue); this has threatened the HCC viability and future. Thanks to the community effort and support of Midlothian Council, particularly Paul Johnson, the CC has sustained the progress made in year one with six members and all officer bearer positions filled. 

HCC has focused in the past year on connecting further with the community we represent and understanding issues important to our communities. Key to this was a community event organised by HCC and held on Howgate village green on 27th May to further bring the Howgate and District community together. The Community Council was delighted to welcome 27 local residents to the event, with representation from many of the communities within the CC area. 22 attended the AGM which commenced immediately after the event.

The chair thanked the Tipperwell Resident’s Association for use of the village green and congratulated the Association on it’s 20th year anniversary.

	

	1.4
	Secretary’s Annual Report
Six meetings were held during 2025-26, with the Storehouse at Penicuik providing the venue. All Minutes have been approved and posted on the HCC website.

Our thanks to the Storehouse for its support in enabling HCC to use the venue. A donation was made for 2025/26. Midlothian Council have requested that we consider using Penicuik Town Hall Council offices as a future meeting venue as this will not incur additional cost. See item 1.7 below.

HCC had representation at the majority of MTRaP and Federation meetings during 2025/26. 

HCC thank Councillor McEwan and Paul Johnson for their continued and much valued support, both at and between meetings.

Six meetings are planned for 2026/27, with the next meeting on 02.09.26 and the AGM planned for 26th May 2027. Proposed meeting dates to be agreed by members are:
	Wednesday 
	2nd September

	Wednesday 
	28th October

	Wednesday 
	6th January

	Wednesday 
	3rd March

	Wednesday 
	7th April

	Wednesday 
	2nd June - AGM



	
























	1.5
	Treasurer’s update
JH presented the Treasurer’s Annual Report 21.06.24 – 02.07.25:
Income and Expenditure
	Opening balance as per Bank of Scotland at 21.06.24:    £1,240

Income: £760
· MCC Grant 
                                                                                                            
Expenditure: £332
· Community Store	
· Bank Charges
· AGM refreshments
· Noticeboard Sundries

Closing balance as per Bank of Scotland at 27.05.26:        £1668

	

	
	
	

	1.6
	Planning Matters
· Howgate church and glebe – site remains for sale in two lots but no further update. 
· Wellington School redevelopment – planning permission for 46 bungalows has been granted and construction started on the former Wellington School site. Significant concern was expressed by residents living near the site about existing road safety and the impact of increased traffic from the development on the former Wellington school site on the A701 (Peebles Road near the former Wellington School exit).
The residents understand that Midlothian Council has done some investigation of road traffic impact but residents are not aware of any outcome. KR agreed to raise this issue at the next MTRaP meeting. 
· Maybank and Loanstone residence issues –Robinson (Midlothian Council) has confirmed that no action is possible by the Council regarding Maybank Cottage works. Also, that the land adjacent to the electricity sub-station is subject to a current planning enforcement investigation. Duncan’s team are investigating the matter and will report back.
· Current planning applications pending:
· CALA Homes Pomathorn Mill proposals – Midlothian Council have placed a tree preservation order on the site; this may have impacted on the developer’s plan to take the planning application forward. No further update.
· Wind farm applications – both HCC and Midlothian Council have put in objections to the Torfichen and Cloich windfarm applications. No further update.

	KR to raise road safety concerns and impact of development at the next MTRaP meeting

	1.6
	Howgate Place Plan
JF outlined the role and value of a Place Plan in informing Midlothian Council of local views and issues of the Howgate District communities. The Place Plan details the priorities, needs, issues, concerns and ‘wish list’ of local communities. These have to be considered when the Council develops it’s Local Plan and considers planning applications. 

Development of a robust Place Plan needs depends on feedback from residents in our local communities across the Howgate. A Place Plan questionnaire has been developed to capture local views/issues/priorities/concerns/needs. Hard copies were available at the AGM; copies are also available through the HCC website (www.howgatecommunity.org ) or requested by email to howgatecommunity@gmail.com.

The Chair encouraged local residents to share their views with HCC to inform the Place Plan. This can be done using the questionnaire or by emailing comments to howgatecommunity@gmail.com. 

	

	1.7
	HCC Meetings venue
Midlothian Council have requested that we consider using Penicuik Town Hall Council offices as a future meeting venue as this will not incur additional cost. The Council venue is suitable and at no additional cost. 

Members agreed to use the Council venue for future meetings and expressed thanks to the Penicuik Storehouse for the use of it as a meeting venue over the past two years. HCC will seek other opportunities to support the Storehouse where possible.
	HCC to book the Penicuik Town Hall Council accommodation for future meetings.

	2.
	AOB
· Pomathorn Hill works – Scottish Water were due to commence work at the beginning of May. This was cancelled and Scottish Water have stated that work will commence at the end of August.
   This issue was raised by HCC at the last MTRaP  meeting but no further information was available.     
	


	4.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· [bookmark: _Hlk169197948]Wednesday 2nd September 2026, 7pm
· Proposed Venue: Penicuik Town Hall Council offices.
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