Howgate Community Council  
Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday, 16th July 2025 
7.00 – 9.00, 
The Storehouse, Penicuik 




1. PRESENT
Celia Hobbs				Resident
Bruce Hobs				Resident
Pamela Swinburn (PS)			Resident
Alison Morris (AM)			Resident
Sandy Morris (SM)			Resident
Elizabeth Quigley (EQ)			Resident
James Garry (JG)			Resident
Stephen Beaumont (SB)		Resident
John Fitzgerald (JF)			Resident (Chair)
Aster De Vries Lentsch (AVL)		Resident
John Hall (JH)				Resident (Treasurer)
Karen Richardson (KR)			Resident (Minute Taker)

IN ATTENDANCE
Paul Johnson (PJ)			Midlothian Council CLLE

APOLOGIES
Sara Snodgrass	(SS)			Resident
Ben Matthess (BM)			Resident
Councillor McEwan (CMc)		Midlothian Council


	Ref

	Item
	Decision/Action

	1.
	AGENDA ITEMS
	

	1.1
	Acceptance of Meeting  07.05.25 Minutes
Minutes of the meeting on 07.05.25 were accepted and adopted. Approved Minutes to be put on the HCC website.
	JF to put Minutes on HCC website.

	1.2
	Chairperson’s Annual Report
HCC has faced significant challenges in recent years, such as covid and losing the village hall facility. This has threatened the HCC viability and future. Thanks to the community effort and support of Midlothian Council, particularly Paul Johnson, the CC has re-established, with regular meetings and venue.
A year on, HCC has six members, with all officer bearer positions filled. The HCC is now on a sustainable footing, with:
· A new website and noticeboards in Howgate, Loanstone and Springfield.
· Re-established finances, which had been suspended with the CC in abeyance.
· Increased engagement efforts with residents taking forward issues and feedback including planning applications and infrastructure improvement.

The focus for the next year is to connect further with the community we represent, with planning for a community event to further bring the Howgate and District community together.
The full Chairperson’s report can be found on the HCC website (www.howgatecommunity.org).
	

	1.3
	Secretary’s Annual Report
Six meetings were held during 2024-25, with the Storehouse at Penicuik providing the venue. All Minutes have been approved and posted on the HCC website.

Our thanks to the Storehouse for its support in enabling HCC to use the venue. A donation was made for 2024/25 and this will be repeated in 2025/26, as it is intended that HCC continue to use the Storehouse as the meeting venue.

HCC had representation at the majority of MTRaP and Federation meetings during 2024/25. 

HCC were delighted to welcome Ben Matthess as a new member from Loanstone, enabling more direct engagement and communication with Loanstone residents.

HCC thank Councillor McEwan and Paul Johnson for their continued and much valued support, both at and between meetings.

Six meetings are planned for 2025/26, with the next meeting on 10.09.25 and the AGM planned for June 2026. Meeting dates to be agreed by members by email before the next meeting.

	























KR to email potential dates. Members to agree dates.

	1.4
	Treasurer’s update
JH presented the Treasurer’s Annual Report 21.06.24 – 02.07.25:
Income and Expenditure
	Opening balance as per Bank of Scotland at 21.06.24:    £1889
Income: £1071                                                                                                             
Noticeboard funding from Councillor McCall.
Expenditure: £1720                                                                         
Three noticeboards, website costs, Penicuik Community Storehouse donation.
Closing balance as per Bank of Scotland at 02.07.25:        £1240        

JH proposed a change of banking arrangements to online banking due to the significant increase in bank charges by the Bank of Scotland. PJ confirmed this would require a change to the Constitution. JH/PJ to sort.

JF thanked JH for his significant efforts in re-activating the HCC bank account.

JH reported that the Village Hall Committee propose to transfer their funds to the HCC, following cessation of the Village Hall Committee.

EQ commented that the Bridge Club had transferred it’s funds to the Village Hall Committee specifically for maintenance of the defibrillation in Howgate. EQ wanted to understand if the maintenance was being undertaken. JH/KR to enquire and find out the process required to ensure maintenance of the defibrillator.
	JH/PJ to amend constitution to reflect change in banking arrangements and move to online banking.


















JH/KR to find out  current defibrillator maintenance situation.


	
	
	

	1.5
	Updates on actions
· Noticeboard – three noticeboards are in place in Howgate, Loanstone and Springfield, with keys to enable access. HCC invite and encourage all residents to use the noticeboards.
· Howgate Church and Glebe – a planning application for a dwelling was refused by Midlothian Council. No further applications have been submitted. The 
plot is currently for sale at a reduced price.
	

	1.6
	Planning Matters
HCC have made representations in relation to both the Cloich and Torfichen windfarms applications:
· Cloich – representation against the transport route impact on Howgate. Midlothian Council have objected but the Borders Council have not objected. 
No further movement to date.
· Torfichen – representation regarding environmental and visibility direct impact. Both HCC and Midlothian Council raised further objections to the additional information provided by the applicants.

Midlothian 10 year Plan – the Federation provided feedback about the 10 year plan which requires 8,500 new houses to be built in the Council area by 2037, with a request for expressions of interest from developers.
Sites include Pomathorn Mill (70 homes currently proposed). A large development is proposed between Howgate and Rosewell, though no significant developments are proposed for Howgate.
	

	1.7
	Midlothian Council Joint Prioritisation Scheme
PJ confirmed the proposed schemes for Howgate area included work commencing in July on the B6372 road in Loanstone and the B6372 Pomathorn Road. 

PJ asked the HCC and residents to feed back priorities for 2026/27.
	All to feedback priorities for 2026/7

	1.8
	Community Council hosted event for residents
HCC are keen to seek feedback from residents regarding the preferred style/venue and date for a community event.

The meeting agreed, based on feedback received to date, the preferred event would be early summer located on Howgate village green.  Health and Safety arrangements/issues need to be considered. PJ to advise.
	






PJ to advise Health and Safety arrangements.

	2.
	AOB
· Temporary lights on Pomathorn Road – JF advised that he is in communication with both Midlothian Council and Scottish Water who are jointly undertaking the work. JF to ask for an update.
· AGM – proposed for June 2026 but HCC need to check school end of summer term date before AGM date agreed. KR to check. 
	
JF to gain an update.




KR to check summer term end date.


	4.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· [bookmark: _Hlk169197948]Wednesday 10th September – 7-8pm
· Proposed Venue: The Storehouse, Penicuik
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