Howgate Community Council  
Meeting 
Wednesday, 2nd September 2026 
7.00 – 8.00, 
The Town Hall, Penicuik 




1. PRESENT
Pamela Swinburne (PS) 			Resident 
Susan Clarke (SC)			Resident
Rob Lucas (RL)				Resident
Caroline Brown (CB)			Resident
Hilary Larkin (HL)			Resident
Sindi Mules (SM)			Resident
Irene McConnell (IM)			Resident
Mr. McConnell (MM)			Resident
Sarah King (SK)				Resident
Ian King (IK)				Resident
Matthew Brown (MB)			Resident
Malcolm Gordon (MG)			Resident
Irene McDonald-Smith (IM)		Resident
TN Schofield (TS)			Resident
Nadia Schofield (NS)			Resident
Bruce Hobbs (BH)			Resident
Celia Hobbs (CH)				Resident
Lyn Rorison (LR)				Resident
Colin Rorison (CR)			Resident
Bruce Lambie (BL)			Resident
Winnie Meadow (WM)			Resident
Stephen Beaumont (SB)			Resident
Sara Snodgrass	(SS)			Resident
John Hall (JH)				Resident (Acting Chair)
Karen Richardson (KR)			Resident (Minute Taker)


IN ATTENDANCE
Councillor McEwan (CMc)		Midlothian Council
Paul Johnson (PJ)			Midlothian Council CLLE
Tom Neville (TN)			Guest Speaker

APOLOGIES
John Fitzgerald (JF)			Resident (Chair)
Aster De Vries Lentsch (AVL)		Resident



	Ref

	Item
	Decision/Action

	1.
	AGENDA ITEMS
	

	1.1
	Acceptance of Meeting 27.05.26 Minutes
Minutes of the meeting on 27.05.26 were accepted and adopted (Proposed by SS; Seconded by KR). Approved Minutes to be put on the HCC website.
	JF to put Minutes on HCC website.

	1.2
	Howgate church and glebe update
The new owner of the Howgate Kirk and Glebe, Tom Neville, outlined his plans for refurbishment of the Kirk and Village Hall, together with development of hydroponically grown vegetables and eventually fruit, on part of the area known as the Glebe.

Work has commenced on the Kirk and Village Hall refurbishment and both buildings are now water and wind tight. TN outlined his aspiration and desire for the Kirk and Village Hall to be fully utilised by the local community for community events. This is likely to be in 2027. More work is needed internally in the Kirk as TN stated that some timber is missing. TN mentioned he had worked previously in a business that involved demolition of churches for their valuable timber, particularly old pine which is very valuable. TN commented that the timber in the Kirk was of excellent quality. 

Work has commenced on initial investigations into the feasibility of a bore hole on the Glebe to access water for hydroponic growing. This involves a test bore hole with subsequent analysis of the water samples. Residents commented on the noise arising from the bore hole drilling. TN explained this should last about a week and offered to provide ear defenders, on request.

TN also explained that the timescales initially envisaged for all the works have been impacted by the unexpected need to recruit a replacement Personal Assistant; this is in progress but means a longer timescale than originally envisaged is now required.

TN responded (R) to a number of questions (Q) from attendees (all local residents):
Q – What is the plan for the Kirk and Village Hall?
R  –  Refurbish and offer both as a facility to be used by local residents for community events. TN expressed his desire to re-establish a community facility for all local residents to develop and enjoy as a community hub.
CR and TS, members of the Howgate Village Hall Committee, offered to share ideas and details of previous successful events/activities with TN.
TN may use a room in the Village Hall as an office for his business, Kirk Crops Ltd. 
TN will consider re-establishing use of the Kirk for religious purposes but this will require appointing a minister.
Q – What is the timescale for the various developments?
R – The initial timescale was end of 2026 but issues with staff changes have impacted meaning it will now be 2027. TN said it is difficult in these early stages to be able to accurately predict the total timescale but TN is willing to attend a future HCC meeting to provide an update.
Q – What congregation numbers would you anticipate for religious services?
R – Though TN will consider a functioning Kirk, his focus is to offer the venue as a community facility and this is the priority. TN confirmed he has no plans to turn the church into a residential property.
Q – How do you plan to fund the ongoing revenue cost of running the Kirk and Village Hall?
R – TN said he is looking to cover running costs through income generation but not make profit. He is considering using any profit made from the hydroponic crops to assist.
Q – Can you explain more about hydroponic growing, what crops you plan to grow and potential chemical impact on the water supply; also, what licensing is required?
R – TN confirmed that application for a license would be to Midlothian Council. As the borehole work is at the initial testing stage, which TN believes doesn’t require a license, TN stated that he hasn’t yet applied for any licensing but understands that this will be required.
TN stated that testing has just commenced so it is currently not possible to say what the quality of the water will be and whether any chemical treatment would be required. TN made the point that hydroponic growing involves nutrients added to the water, rather than non-nutrient chemicals. TN’s answer regarding the crops he would grow was to start with vegetables such as cabbages, and move onto grapes and nectarines.
Q – Hydroponic growing requires glasshouses to be constructed; what glasshouse construction on the Glebe is planned? 
R – Various options will be explored but TN anticipates glasshouses will be constructed on the Glebe on the area between the borehole site and the Tipperwell development end of the Glebe.
Q – If the water quality is not good, would a water treatment plant need to be built and what would this entail?
R – The first step is an analysis to ascertain the water quality. If the water is not suitable for hydroponics this adds more complexity and other water supply and treatment options would have to be considered.
Q – Do you know of a working hydroponic plant in Scotland that people can look at?
R – TN responded no but that he is aware of one in Fife though he has not visited it.
Q – Are we looking at Glasshouses of 6-7 meters on the Glebe with a visual impact on the Tipperwell properties overlooking the Glebe?
Q - What intensity of light will the glasshouses produce at night.?
R - TN responded that some types of glasshouses are capable of having blinds. 
R – Yes, potentially that is the case. 
HCC stated that such a development would clearly be subject to full planning consent by Midlothian Council and this was confirmed by Councillor McEwan.
Q – How much of the Glebe grassed area do you anticipate being developed?
R – TN stated the grassed area between the borehole and the Tipperwell development.
Q – Is Midlothian Council aware of the current borehole drilling?
R – No. TN stated that as it is test drilling with a small test borehole, the Council do not need to be informed.
Q – (Directed to Councillor McEwan) How far can the drilling progress before the Council need to be engaged?
R – CMc advised TN to start consultation with the Council’s Planning Department immediately and, really, this communication and engagement should have commenced already. 
CMc also asked why TN had not considered mains water, as sustainability of the water source is key. TN replied that a borehole offers total control of the water source without reliance on a supplier and possibly offers heat too.
CMc raised that the fencing around the Kirk and Village Hall is on the public footpath and asked if this could be moved back. TN replied that the scaffolding around the Kirk should be removed in the next week or so, together with the temporary fencing. 
Q – How will access to the hydroponic site and transport of produce on/off site be managed? 
R – TN stated that the tarmac drive way and the access by the side of the Kirk would be used. Residents present expressed concern at the safety implications of access to and from the busy main road and the site. This will clearly need to be a planning consideration as part of the whole hydroponics planning application assessment.
	

	1.3
	Planning matters
· Wind farm applications – no further update.
· Wellington Road School re-development – in progress. There was some concern that a further application to double the number of houses had been submitted but this has been confirmed not to be the case. 
	


	1.4
	Maybank and Loanstone residence issues 
Loanstone residence issue – the Council’s Estates Department’s investigation regarding a breach of planning control on the Land between a house and the Electricity-Sub Station, is ongoing.
Maybank – the property is up for sale and is currently under offer.
	

	1.5
	Howgate Roundabout 
Hillary Larkin (Howgate Resident) has asked the CC for a donation to fund additional plants for the Howgate Roundabout. The CC expressed thanks and appreciation of the hard work and efforts Hillary has put into developing the planting on Howgate roundabout. This has made a considerable improvement. As the meeting was not quorate, this item will be placed on the Agenda for the next HCC meeting in October.

CMc requested that Hillary send details of funding requirement to him for consideration too. 

	

	1.5
	Howgate Place Plan
JH reiterated that the CC acknowledges the role and value of a Place Plan in informing Midlothian Council of local views and issues of the Howgate District communities. Engagement with local residents is needed to form a Place Plan which captures the priorities, needs, issues, concerns and ‘wish list’ of local communities. 

AVL has agreed to lead on the Place Plan and will update at the next meeting.

	AVL to update on the Place Plan progress at the next meeting.


	2.
	AOB
· MTRaP meeting 06.07.26 feedback: 
· Pomathorn Hill works – work has commenced. HCC understands that the timescale for completion is on target.
· Wellington School re-development – there are safety concerns regarding the speed limit at Netherton , currently 60mph (near Wellington School redevelopment site)
· 20 mph speed limit review – a review by Midlothian Council has resulted in some planned changes. After initial consultation, firm proposals will be drawn up and then presented for consideration by elected members, with revision and delivery anticipated to be delivered in late 2026:
· For Howgate, speed intervention measures are being considered due to non-compliance. These include additional signage but other interventions.
· For Netherton, a change from 60 to 30mph has been agreed.
· Speed limited between Leadburn and Howgate to be 40mph (currently 60mph)  leading up to the 20mph limit in Howgate.
· BH suggested the Council could consider, as a traffic intervention measure for Howgate, introducing a traffic light triggered by a speeding vehicle, hence stopping the vehicle. Apparently one such intervention is used successfully in Dumfries.
· Public Transport in Howgate – A Howgate resident asked if there was any plan to reinstate a bus service in Howgate. CMc responded that the bus service is de-regulated meaning it is not under the control of the Council and timetables and routings are determined by the bus companies. 
	


	3.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· [bookmark: _Hlk169197948]Wednesday 21st October 2026, 7pm
· Proposed Venue: Penicuik Town Hall Council offices.
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