Howgate Community Council
Meeting  
Wednesday 29th April 2026 
7.00 – 8.00, 
The Storehouse, Penicuik 




1. PRESENT
Ian Quigley (IQ)				Resident 
Elizabeth Quigley (EQ)			Resident
Cicely McCulloch (CM)		Resident
John Fitzgerald (JF)			Resident (Chair)
John Hall (JH)				Resident (Treasurer)
Aster De Vries Lentsch (AVL)		Resident 
Karen Richardson (KR)			Resident (Minute Taker)

APOLOGIES
Ben Matthess (BM)			Resident

IN ATTENDANCE
Councillor McEwan (CMc)		Midlothian Council
Paul Johnson (PJ)			Midlothian Council CLLE

	Ref

	Item
	Decision/Action

	1.
	AGENDA ITEMS
	

	1.1
	Acceptance of HCC Meeting on 15.04.26 Minutes
Minutes of the meeting on 15.04.26 were accepted and adopted (Proposed by JF; seconded by JH). Minutes to be put on the HCC website.
It was agreed that the draft Minutes would be put on the website immediately after the HCC meeting and prior to formal approval to enable timely access. JF to amend, if required.
	JF to put Minutes on HCC website and add any amendments, if necessary.

	1.2
	Treasurers Update
Current balance is £1671. 
There is an audit by Midlothian Council pending; the banner has not yet been finalised but CMc reminded HCC that the CC can retain restricted funds.
AVL to design and procure banner in time for the HCC AGM.
	AVL to design and procure HCC banner.

	1.3
	Planning Matters
· Howgate church and glebe – no further update. CMc stated the Estates Department has given assurance that planning permission for a housing development on the Glebe would not be given.
· Wind farm applications – no further developments or updates.
· Cala Homes development – an application for planning, expected January 2026, has not yet been submitted by Cala Homes. CMc to check the application status. CMc commented that there is a tree preservation issue that could have impacted.
CMc also reminded HCC that there is an alternative option for the site to be further developed for commercial use in the Council’s Development Plan.
· Former Wellington School site – JF asked for this to be on the Agenda for the next meeting. Concern was expressed at the potential increase in traffic from this development on Milkhall Pond Road – this is a single track road with bends and no passing places.
· CMc to look into where the developer contribution has been allocated and if there is any benefit for Howgate.
· Cycle path feasibility study – JF reported that Sustrans are doing a preliminary study for an active travel route from Leadburn to Penicuik. This will inform a feasibility study for a potential cycle route to facilitate active travel.
	CMc to check the Cala Homes application status. 











Wellington School site to be on the Agenda for the next meeting – KR
CMc to look into where the developer contribution is allocated.

	1.5
	Maybank and Loanstone Cottage issues – Estates Department update
CMC, and Duncan Robinson (Planning Department, Midlothian Council) met on site with AVL, BM, JH and KR to look at Maybank Cottage and Loanstone Cottage. 
· Maybank Cottage – this is derelict, accessible and potentially dangerous.  The owners have told the Council that they need planning permission for a housing development to fund the repairs to Maybank Cottage. No enforcement action is possible. However, CM stated that it is likely something will happen in the summer with possibly a sale of the property.
· Loanstone Cottage – the Council Planning Department is to look into change of use permission. CMc to follow up with Duncan Robinson. 
	CMc to follow up Loanstone Cottage change of use status with the Planning Department.

	1.6
	Howgate Place Plan
CMc shared the Gorebridge Place Plan as an example – all agreed this was very helpful.
JF to lead on developing a feedback questionnaire to gather local resident’s views to inform a Howgate Place Plan. To launch the questionnaire at the AGM.
	JF to lead on developing a resident’s feedback questionnaire to inform the Howgate Place Plan.

	1.7
	Community Council hosted event for residents
It was agreed that the AGM will be held on Wednesday 27th May, on Howgate green. It will comprise a wine and cheese informal social event open to all residents (who will also be welcome to bring their own drink/nibbles) commencing at 6pm with the AGM meeting starting at 7pm.
Agreed actions:
· JF/AVL to provide tables, glasses, chairs and knives for cheese
· SQ to provide a table
· Ian and Sara King have offered the use of a table
· JH to purchase wine and soft drinks
· KR to purchase cheeses and accompaniments
· JF/AVL to design and supply poster, flyers and website advert 
· KR to secure offer of Gazebo donation by a Penicuik resident; JF/AVL to collect (JF/AVL also have offer of use of two Gazebos)
· AVL suggested use of name labels to facilitate engagement; all were in favour  – AVL to provide
 
	


	2.
	AOB
No AOB items
	

	3.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· [bookmark: _Hlk169197948]Wednesday 27th May (AGM) 2026: 6pm – Social Event; 7pm - AGM
· Venue: Howgate Village Green
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